MCH Epidemiology Training
Minneapolis, MN

Thursday June 2, 2011, Exercise 2
PROGRAM EVALUATION

SECOND SMALL GROUP EXERCISE

NOTE: You must read your selected article ahead of the class time.
Please choose ONE of the following three evaluation articles and provide a critique, based on your current understanding of evaluation:

Brandt, Sylvia, et al. (2010) Estimated effect of asthma case management using propensity score methods,   Am J Managed Care 16(4): 247-264.

Gadomski, Anne, et al (2011) Effectiveness of a combined prenatal and postpartum smoking cessation program, Matern Child Health J 15: 188-197.

Olson, Beth, et al (2010) A quasi-experimental evaluation of a breastfeeding support program for low income women in Michigan, Matern Child Health J 14: 86-93.

Use the following questions to guide your critique.  Note: Depending on the type of evaluation performed, some of the questions below may be less relevant than others.
· Briefly describe the program being evaluated.  What were the desired outcomes of the program?  Was the program based on theory?  
· Did the authors clearly state the goals of the evaluation? What were the goals?
· Could you identify measurable objectives?

· What was the environment of the evaluation?  What population was involved?  Can you describe the comparison or control group?  List a few strengths and weaknesses of the comparison group.
· How were the outcomes (intermediary and ultimate) measured in the evaluation?
· List three strengths and three weaknesses of this evaluation.
· From what you read, what are the key program elements that made the program work (or fail)?

· Name at least one aspect of the evaluation design that you would have changed to improve the usefulness of the evaluation results.
· What was learned from the evaluation that can be utilized to plan or improve upon the program of focus? (i.e. asthma, breastfeeding or postpartum tobacco use)
